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PROCEEDINGS 


Tylertown, Miss., Sept. 29, 1922. 

The Walthall County Baptist Association convened with Smyrmma 
Baptist Church in its 9th annual session. 

(2) Song service and devotion by D. N. Beard. 

(3) The Moderator, Rev. A. F. Davis, called the body to order. 

(4) By motion of W. A. Roper, all messengers were seated. 

(5) In absence of Clerk, D. N. Beard was elected as Clerk for 
organization. 

(6) By motion of W. J. O’Quin, the suggested Order of Business 
was read for review; and by motion same was adopted for future 
meetings and as much as practical for present one. 

(7) The Moderator appointed as: ; 

Committee on Committees—W. A. Roper, N. F. Davis, and E. C. 
sennett. 

Finance—T. A. Pigott and W. S. Stewart. 

(8) The following named churches reported with letters and 
delegates: 

Centerville—D. R. Smith, Claud Johnson, V. D. Dillon. 

Crystal Springs—B. E. Patten, T. A. Pigott. 

Enon—N. L. Cothern. 

Knoxo—F. M. Fortenberry. 

Magee’s Creek—D. N. Beard, J. D. Thornhill, E. C. Bennett, Mrs. 
D. N. Beard, and J. M. Davis. 

Mesa—W. J. O’Quin, T. Wes Thornhill, E. R. O’Quin. 

Salem—zZ. C. Rushing, D. W. Martin, Rufus Martin, J. W. Mc- 
Kenzie, and Lee Jones. 

Smyrna—C. L.. Fortenberry, D. Z. Magee, T. W. Bearden, C. E. 
Owen, W. H. Bullock, B. L. Pope. 

Tylertown—J. C. Rimes, J. D. Holmes, H. A. Scott, E. O. Murrell, 
T. B. Cleveland, W. A. Roper, A. F. Davis, J. K. Brumfield, John May, 
G. B. Johnson, D. M. Ginn, J. H. Crawford, P. C. Stringer. 

Union—W. S. Stewart and Arthur Alford. 

(9) The Association entered into permanent organization by 
electing the following officers: 

Moderator—Rev. A. F. Davis, Tylertown, Miss. 

Clerk—Rev. D. N. Beard, Tylertown, Miss. 

Treasurer—Brother J. D. Thornhill, Tylertown, Miss. 

(10) By motion of W. A. Roper that the Clerk be authorized to 
prepare a historical sketch of the Association and have same em- 
bodied in minutes. 

(11) Rev. W. A. Roper preached Associational sermon, reading 
as scripture lesson Col. lst chapter. 

(12) Adjourned for refreshment. 










4 MINUTES OF THE 


FRIDAY—Evening Session 


(13) After song, and prayer, the report of Committee was re- 
ceived and adopted. 

(14) The Moderator welcomed W. R. Johnson, W. H. Williams, 
as messengers from Pike County Association. 

(15) The Moderator appointed as messengers to: 

Pike County Association—W. A. Roper, A. F. Davis. 

Marion County Association—A. F. Davis, D. N. Beard. 

(16) The following reports were read: 

Christian Education—J. C. Rimes. Spoken to by J. C. Rimes, 
W. H. Williams, D. M. Nelson, W. A. Roper. 

Publication—B. E. Patten. 

Relation of Church and Pastor—J. D. Holmes. Spoken to by J. 
D. Thornhill, W. A. Roper, W. H. Williams, J. C. Rimes. 

Aged Ministers’ Relief—Read by D. N. Beard. Spoken to by D. 
N. Beard and W. S. Stewart. 


Treasurer’s Report—By J. D. Thornhill, as follows: 


Associational Purposes $ 89.90 

Delegate to S. B. C. 47.00 
$136.90 

Disbursed, Clerk’s Service $15.00 

Minutes 58.75 

Delegate S. B. C. 47.00 

Back minute fund 13.00 

Stamps 15 

Balance on hand 3.00 


$136.90 
(17) Final report of Committee on Committees was read. (Re- 
port omitted here.) 


(18) Adjourned by prayer to 9 o’clock a.m. Saturday. 


SATURDAY—Morning Service 


(19) Met pursuant to adjournment, and after song, and devotion 


by Brother Owen Williams the Moderator welcomed Brother Owen 
Williams, District Enlistment Worker; also Brethren F. D. Huett, R. 
C. Holmes, and Rev. J. H. Lane of Pike County, to seats with us. 

(20) The following reports were read: 

Missions—By W. A. Roper. 

75 Million—By Mrs. W. A. Roper. 

Laymen’s Movement—By N. F. Davis. 

Woman's Work—By Mrs. D. N. Beard. 

These reports were spoken to by Owen Williams, W. A. Roper, 
F. D. Huett, J. H. Lane, W. H. Williams. Adopted as read. 

(21) By motion the body adjourned to 1:30 p.m. 


i 
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SATURDAY—Evening Service 


(22) After song and prayer, the report on Laymen’s Movement 
was spoken to by F. D. Huett, Owen Williams, W. H. Williams, J. H. 
Lane, W. A. Roper. Report was adopted. 

(23) The report on Woman’s Work was spoken to by W. A. 
Roper, A. F. Davis, and Mrs. W. A. Roper. ‘Adopted. 

(24) The report on Orvhanage was read by W. H. Bullock, and 
spoken to by A. F. Davis, J. H. Lane, W. A. Roper, D. N. Beard, Owen 
Williams, and adopted. 

(25) The reports on Obituaries, by W. J. O’Quin, and Nomina- 
tions by W. H. Bullock. Adopted. 

(26) By motion, D. N. Beard was elected as delegate to S. B. C. 


REPORT ON NOMINATIONS 


Place, Magee’s Creek Church; time, Friday before first Sunday in 
October, 1923; preacher, C. T. Corkern. 

Vice-President Foreign Mission Board—John Ellis Pigott. 

Vice-President Home Mission Board—J. C. Rimes. 

Vice-President State Mission Board—G. Ed Fortenberry. 

(27) By motion, adjourned until 10 o’clock Sunday. 


SUNDAY—Morning Session 


(28) After song service, and devotion by J. D. Thornhill, the 
réad by T. B. Cleveland, and spoken to by 
A. Roper, D. N. 


report on Prohibition was 
T. B. Cleveland, J. H. Crawford, B. F. Elizey, W. 
Beard, J. C. Rimes. Adopted. 

(29) Report of Committee on 
W. A. Roper. 

(30) Sermon by Rev. W. A. Roper, the appointee. 


Digest of Letters was read by 


(31) Adjournment. 


SUNDA Y—Afternoon Session 


(32) After song, and prayer by J. C. Rimes, the report on S. S. 
and B. Y. P. U. was read by E. O. Murrell, and spoken to by E. oO. 
Murrell, T. B. Cleveland, H. A. Scott, J. C. Rimes, J. H. Crawford, 
W. I. Pigott, W. A. Roper, W. J. O’Quin, D. N. Beard, and adopted 
as read. 


(33) Report on Resolutions read by J. C. Rimes, and adopted 


as read: 

recommends that the Clerk have a sufficient 
e churches and to draw on 
d to pay Clerk 


Your Committee 
number of minutes printed to supply th 
Treasurer to pay for same, and that he be authorize 


$15.00 for his service, and 
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6 MINUTES OF THE 


Be it resolved, that this Association extend its heartfelt thanks 
to Smyrna Church and community for the splendid entertainment 
given the Association while convened here. 

Oral Blackwell, Chairman. 

(34) Report of Committee on Finance was read by J. D. Thorn- 
hill, as follows: 

Received for Associational Purposes $53.50 
T. A. Pigott, W. S. Stewart, Committee. 

(35) By motion the Moderator be (and is hereby) authorized 
to appoint an Executive Committee of five, with power to associate 
with themselves as many as may be needed to carry on the works of 
the churches. 

W. A. Roper was appointed as Chairman of Committee. 

(36) The business of the Association being completed, by motion 
adjourned to meet with Magee’s Creek Church on Friday before the 
first Sunday in October, 1923. 

Benediction. 

REV. A. F. DAVIS, Moderator. 
REV. D. N. BEARD, Clerk. 
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8 MINUTES OF THE 


PROCEEDINGS 1923 


R. F. D. Tylertown, Miss., Oct. 5, 1923. 

The Walthall County Baptist Association met with the Magee’s 
Creek Baptist Church this day at 10 o’clock a. m. 

(2) A song service was conducted, being led by D. N. Beard, 
and reading of Ist chapter of Collosians by D. N. Beard and prayer 
by C. T. Corkern. 

(3) Called to order by Moderator, A. F. Davis. 

(4) Fred Fortenberry ard W. B. Dunaway were appointed as 
Reading Clerks. 

(5) B. F. Elizey and Arthur Alford were appointed as Com- 
mittee on Finance, with Treasurer, J. D. Thornhill. 

(6) The roll of churches were called and responded with letter 
and delegates as follows: 

Centerville—C. E. Johnson. 

Crystal Springs—I. I. Pigott, Mrs. I. I. Pigott, T. A. Pigott, W. 
L. Magee. 

Enon—W. B. Duraway, J. E. Prescott, Mrs. J. E. Prescott. 

Knoxo—F. M. Fortenberry, Mrs. F. M. Fortenberry, W. E. For- 
tenberry, G. R. Conerly, Mrs. G. R. Conerly. 

Magee’s Creek—Rev. D. N. Beard, Maxie Walters, J. D. Thorn- 
hill, Mrs. Lillian Thompson, Mrs. Laura Magee, J. M. Davis, J. T. 
Holmes. 

Mesa—Mrs. Cassie Dier, Mrs. Leona O’Quin, W. D. Dier, Marven 
Johnson. 

New Zion—Estus Pigott, W. R. Pittman, John Brumfield, Tom 
Fortenberry, E. H. Fortenberry. 

Salem—D. W. Boyd, Jr., B. F. Ellzey, D. M. Boyd, J. C. Boyd, D. 
W. Martin, J. W. McKenzie. 

Smyrna—G. T. Pigott. 

Ty'ertown—Rev. W. A. Roper, Rev. A. F. Davis, J. C. Rimes, J. 
H. Crawford, G. M. Rogers, E- L. Reeves, Mrs. D. M. Ginn, Mrs. W. 
A. Roper, Mrs. L. H. Ginn, Mrs. Rosa Luter. 

Union—Arthur Alford, A. V. Rushing. 

(7) The Association entered into a permanent organization by 
electing the following officers: 

Moderator—Rev. A. F. Davis, Tylertown, Miss. 

Clerk—Rev. D. N. Beard, Tylertown, Miss. 

Treasurer—Brother J. D. Thornhill, Tylertown, Miss. 

(8) Rev. C. T. Corkern preached, using Matt. 17 as scripture 
reading. 

(9) The Moderator appointed as Committee on Committees—J. 
H. Crawford, W. B. Dunaway, G. T. Pigott. 

(10) The Association adjourned for one hour. 
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FIRST DAY—Evening Session 


(11) After singing song the Association was led in prayer by 
H. B. Price. 


(12) The Committee on Committees made partial report as fol- 
lows: 


Nominations—Mrs. W. A. Roper, W. L. Magee, F. M. Forten- 
berry, Mrs. L. S. Quin, E. L. Reeves. 


Time and Place—D. N. Beard, L. S. Quin, Tom Fortenberry, Mrs. 
J. E. Prescott. 

Resolutions—E. H. Fortenberry, B. F. Elizey, A. V. Rushing, 
Mrs. Lillian Thomryson. 


(12) Brother H. B. Price (Enlistment) was welcomed to seat 
by the Moderator. 


(14) Brother R. A. Holmes from Pike County Association was 
welcomed to seat by the Moderator. 


(15) J. H. Crawford and A. F. Davis were appointed as mes- 
sengers to the Pike County Association. 


(16) W. A. Roper was elected delegate to the State Convention. 


(17) The Mission report was read by B. B. Holmes, and after 
having been spoken to by Brethren H. B. Price, J. D. Thornhill, Arthur 
Alford, D. N. Beard, J. C. Rimes, C. T. Corkern, A. F, Davis and B. 
B. Holmes, was adopted, under the following conditions: That the 
Association reserve right to, and do hereby instruct the Clerk to 
curtail lergth of report, if necessary, to reduce expense of publi- 
cation, 


(18) A resolution with reference to a future program by South- 
ern Baptists was read by J. C. Rimes, and adopted 


(19) After necessary announcements the Association adjourned 
until 9 o’clock a.m. Saturday. Prayer by Rev. C. T. Corkern. 


SATURDAY—Morning Session 


(20) After a service of song the Association was led in prayer 
by Rev. C. T. Corkern. 


(21) By motion of W. A. Roper and seconded by W. B. Duna- 
way, that the Clerk be and is hereby authorized to have the proceed- 
ings of 1922 printed in minutes. 


(22) By motion of W. A. Roper that the Committee on Com- 
mittees be and is hereby authorized to arrange for a Committee to 
report to this Association the subjects expected to be reported by the 
Association. 


(23) The report of Treasurer was read and adopted, as follows: 
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10 MINUTES OF THE 
Received for Association Purposes $60.50 
Balance brought forward 3.25 
Paid Clerk... $15.00 
Stationery and Stamps 1.00 
16.00 
Balance $47.75 


(24) By motion of I. I. Pigott, and seconded by W. A. Roper, 
Rev. A. F. Davis was elected as delegate to Southern Baptist Con- 
vention. 

(25) The Committee on Committees presented their report nam- 
ing the following Committee to report to Association the subjects to 
be reported on: C. T. Corkern, J. D. Thornhill, E. H. Fortenberry, 
I. I. Pigott, A. F. Davis. 

(26) The report of Statistical Summary was read by Mrs. W. A. 
Roper and adopted as read. 

(27) The report on Education was read by G. M. Rogers, and 
after having been spoken to by G. M. Rogers, W. A. Roper and A. F. 
Davis, was adopted. 

(28) The Moderator welcomed Rev. and Mrs. V. C. Walker to 
seats in the Association. 


(29) By motion the Association adjourned for refreshment. 





SATURDAY—Evening Session 


(30) After song and prayer the Moderator called the Association 
to order 


a : . : . aia and 
(31) The report of Committee on Nominations was read and 


adopted as follows 

Vice-President State Board—W. A. Roper. 

Vice-President State Missions—C. A. Morris. 

Vice-President Home Missions—A. F. Davis. 

Vice-President Foreign Missions—C. T. Corkern. 

Associational Superintendent—Mrs. W. A. Roper. 

To Preach Associational Sermon—V. C. Walker; with W. A 
Roper, alternate. 

That the Moderator appoint Chairmen of Committees to writ 
reports to be read at the next meeting of the Association. 

That each church at its next meeting elect one member who shall 
serve on Executive Committee. 

By amendment—That the Moderator appoint a Chairman of Ex- 
ecutive Committee. 

(32) Committee on Time and Place read report, which Ws 
adopted as follows: 


and 


_ F. 


' to 
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Place—Union Baptist Church, three miles north of Tylertown. 

Time—Friday before first Sunday in October, 1924, 10 o’clock 
a, m. 

(33) Committee on Resolutions reported, which was adopted 
as follows: 

Ist. Resolved, that the Clerk be authorized to have a sufficient 
number of minutes printed to supply the churches, and to have pro- 
ceedings of last year embodied in minutes. 

2nd. That the Clerk be allowed $15.00 for his service and that 
he be instructed to draw on Treasurer for same, and also funds to 
defray printing and expenses. 

8rd. Ard that the Association extend its heartfelt thanks to the 
Magee’s Creek Church and community for the splendid hospitality 
given the Association while convened here. 

(34) The report on Social Service was read by D. N. Beard, and 
after having been spoken to by D. N. Beard, C. T. Corkern, W. A. 
Roper, V. C. Walker, G. M. Rogers, A. F. Davis, J. D. Thornhill, J. T. 
Holmes, and Z. C. Rushing, was adopted as read. 

(35) The Committee on Order of Business is composed of the 
following named brethren: W. A. Roper, Chairman; W. H. Bullock, 
W. R. Pittman, J. D. Thornhill, C. T. Corkern, and Mrs. W. A. Roper. 

(36) By motion of J. H. Crawford, the Association meet Sunday. 

(37) By motion of W. A. Roper, and seconded by D. N. Beard, 
that the Committee on Order of Business be and is hereby authorized 
to fix time for ladies’ work of the Association. 


(38) Dismissed by W. A. Roper. 


SUNDAY—Morning Service 


(39) Song service. Prayer by the Moderator. 
(40) Report on Obituary was read by J. D. Thornhill, Chairman, 


as follows: 
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12 MINUTES OF THE 


OBITUARIES 


During the year God has laid His hand on 33 of our members, 
calling them to a higher and better home. 


We respect their memories and extend our sympathies to the 
bereaved ones. 


Deaths are as follows: 
Centerville—Brother J. B. Ginn, Sr. 
Crystal Springs—Sister Mary Patten, Brother Henry Pittman. 


Enon—Brother Linus Boyd, Sisters Mary Jane Boyd, Ida Burnett, 
Minnie Greer and Arrie Lawrence. 


Knoxo—Sister C. M. Conerly. 
Magee’s Creek—Sister Mary Magee and Brother Thad Ginn. 
Smyrna—Sisters Alba Alford and Evie Bullock. 


Tylertown—Brothers H. L. Grubbs, B. K. Knight, Charley Davis 
Knight, J. P. Wolf, L. L. Parker, E. J. Scofield, Ollie Bridges, and 
Sisters M. E. Rimes, Rebecca Holmes and Metie Smith. 


Salem—Sisters Telitha Holmes and Courtney Beard. 
New Zion—Sisters Syntha Morris, Mesa Magee, Philona Forten- 
berry, Rebecca Magee, and Brothers Clifton Ginn and Richard Black- 


well. 


Union—Brother James Sims and Sister Laura Branton. 
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(41) ‘Report on Sunday School was read by D. N. Beard, and 
was spoken to by Mrs. D. N. Beard, A. F. Davis, T. D. Thornhill and 
D. N. Beard. 

(42) Adjourned for ten minutes. 

(43) After song service, Rev. C. T. Corkern preached from Ro- 
mans 10th chapter. 

(44) Committee on Finance reported that they had received 
$59.00. Adopted. 

The business of the Association being completed the body ad- 
journed to meet with Union Baptist Church on Friday before the first 
Sunday in October, 1924. 

Benediction by Rev. C. T. Corkern. 


REV. A. F. DAVIS, Moderator. 
REV. D. N. BEARD, Clerk. 


5B. Fy. PF... 


There are three B. Y. P. U.’s reported this year: 

Enon, with Carl Wallace, Jayess, President; 18 Seniors and 15 
Intermediates. 

New Zion, with Eric Fortenberry, President; 47 Seniors and 36 
Juniors. 

Tylertown, with Vera Knight, President; 17 Seniors, 25 Inter- 
mediates and 36 Juniors. 

Centerville, Crystal Springs, Knoxo, Magee’s Creek, Mesa, Salem, 
Smyrna and Union made no B. Y. P. U. report this year. 


ORDAINED MINISTERS 


Crystal Springs—T. B. Fortenberry, Cheraw. 

Magee’s Creek—D. N. Beard, Tylertown. 

Mesa—V. C. Walker, Kokomo. 

Tylertown—A. F. Davis, Tylertown; W. A. Roper, Tylertown. 


REPORT ON MISSIONS 


It is with a feeling of deep gratitude to God that we are able to 
report the progress made in the various departments of Mission work 
during the past year. We are on a rising tide. 


I. MISSIONS WITHIN THE ASSOCIATION 


The new plan of associational organization providing for an Ex- 
ecutive Board composed of one member from each church has resulted 
in more efficient service in many associations. The plan further pro- 
vides for regular quarterly meetings with programs showing the 
progress of the work in all the churches. 

Another thing that should be observed by the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Association is the applications which are made annually 
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14 MINUTES OF THE 


by the various churches needing help. The Executive Committee, if 
possible, should visit in person, or have others visit, these churches 


and assist in putting on an every-member canvass among the mem- 
berhip. 


Il. MISSIONS WITHIN THE STATE 


1. Church Building and Church Extension Support 
The amount appropriated for church building purposes for this 
year is $27,000. The number of churches being assisted from this 
fund is 49. Of this number 21 are town churches and 28 are country 
churches. 


2. Missionary Pastoral Support 

The Board is assisting in paying the salaries of 100 pastors. The 
number of churches represented is 153. Of this number 68 are in 
town and 85 in the country. 


3. Enlistment Missionary Work 


The Board began the year’s work with six enlistment missionaries. 
Three have since resigned. The total visible results of their work in 
so far as it.can be tabulated is as follows: Churches visited, 1,081; 
services held, 1,326; sermons and addresses, 1,382; Sunday Schools 
organized, 5; Trainirg Classes organized, 5; B. Y. P. U.’s organized, 
7; W. M. U.’s organized, 7; Every Member canvasses made for local 
budget, 132; Mission and Benevolent Canvasses, 30; Baptist Record 
put into every home, 6;; subscriptions for the Baptist Record, 136; 
pastors’ fields formed, 29; conferences with churches, 363; pastors’ 
conferences attended, 156; Associational Board meetings, 31; build- 
ing enterprises begun, 20; additions to churches—by baptism, 90— 
by letter 55—by statement, 3 by restoration, 3. 


i. Sunday School Work 


The Sunday School Department, through the Assistant Secretary, 
J. E. Sweany, makes a very favorable report on the work. 

It is recommended: 

(1) That a special effort be made to organize (where there is 
not one already) an Associational Sunday School Convention to meet 
annually and give our time to this work. 

(2) That as far as possible the Association fix time and place 
for the Summer Training School and elect some man as Publicity 
Director who will be responsible for enlisting some from every church 
to attend this school. 

(3) That the Association appoint someone who will lead in the 
extension work through the Organized Class effort in strengthening 
the Sunday Schools that go into winter quarters and also in organiz- 
ing schools in churches that now have none, 

(4) That we urge all of our Sunday Schools to make much of 
the special programs the last Sundays in March, June and September. 
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5. B. Y. P. U. Work 


The Secretary of the B. Y. P. U. Department, Mr. Auber J. Wilds, 
makes the following report: The B. Y. P. U. is thought of now only 
as a very vital part of our church life and the church without a B. Y. 
P. U. is as much out of line in Kingdom building as is a church with- 
out a Sunday School. 


B. Y. P. U. Statistics 


2000 B. Y. P. U.’s have been organized within the past year in the 
eighteen Southern States. Mississippi claims 100 of these. The num- 
ber of unions in Mississippi has grown to 700. 

Five year ago we had no Associational B. Y. P. U. organizations. 
There are now ten. — i s 

Five years ago we had no district organization, and we now have 
our six District B. Y. P. U. Conventions that are proving powerful 
factors in our organization. 

Our State Convention has grown from an attendance of 350 five 
years ago to an attendance of 1,500. 


6. W. M. U. Work 


The W. M. U. Department through its State Secretary, Miss M. 
M. Lackey, makes the followirg report of their stewardship for the 
Associational year closing with August 1, 1923: 

The Woman's Missionary Unien has five definite aims which they 
purpose to carry out in the accomplishment of their work, namely: 
Supplication, Stewardship, Study, Service and Soul-Winning. A Stand- 
ard of Excellence cot taining ten points is placed before each local 
society to help the same fulfill these definite aims. 

There are now six Vice-Presidents, one over each of the six Dis- 
tricts, also a Young People’s Counselor in each Ditrict. A State 
Personal Service Leader, a Stewardship Chairman and a Mission 
Study Chairman. 

The number of local organizations are now 1,404, of which 771 
are Womar’s Missionary Societies and the other Young People’s. Of 
this number of W. M. S., 88 are new organizations; and of the young 
people’s 161 are new organizations. 

The heart of the Mississippi W. M. U. is deeply interested in the 
75 Million Campaign, hence the Union is going forward fhis year under 
the slogan: 

“A Dollar each quarter 
From each Mother and Daughter”. 


This over and above Campaign pledges. 

With a firm conviction that the work of Christian Womanhood 
may best be accomplished through organization the W. M. U. is going 
forth bearing upon their banner this watchword: 

“He that wrought us for this very thing is God.”—II Cor. 5:5. 
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7. The Laymen’s Work 


The Laymen have no distinctive organization in Mississippi, ex- 
cept an Executive Committee of six leading laymen who are appointed | 
each year by the State Convention. This committee advises with the | 
other leaders of our denominational work in planning and executing 
the various programs for the advancement of the Kingdom. 

The Budget-Stewardship Campaign that is now being launched 
throughout the South is largely an outgrowth of the agitation and 
interest of the laymen during recent years. 


8. The Baptist Record 


The Baptist Record, another agency of the State Convention 
Board has had hard sailing due to the fact that many churches have 
put into the budget, thus paying only $1.50 for each subscriber, 
when the paper costs $2.00, for each subscriber, to get it out. We 
are glad to note, however, that the paper, since the first of January, 
has gained some in subscriptions ranging around ten thousand—due 
largely to the growing recognition of it importance. 


9. The Baptist Book Store 


The Baptist Book Store, which belongs to the State Convention 
Board has sold more books this year than ever. | 
10. The Baptist Seventy-Five Million Campaign | 
The receipts from the beginning of the Campaign to date are | 
$2,358,816.31. The receipts from August Ist, 1922 to August Ist, 
1923 were $449,036.04. 


1. Home Missions 


The Home Mission Board made a great report to the Southern 
Baptist Convention’ in Kansas City last May. When the Convention 
met in that city eighteen years ago, the board’s receipts for the 
year were $169,988.92. This year they were $1,002,193.07. 

Then the Board reported 10,551 baptisms, this year 38,770. In 
1905 the Board had no special department for Evangelism. Shortly 
after that the department was organized and through it there have 
been 152,846 converts baptized, 208,643 additions to the churches 
and 23,260 volunteers for the ministry or definite mission work. 

Our Home Mission Board is heavily in debt on account of the 
great enlargement of the work and the falling off in receipts due 
largely to the deflation in prices in general. 

' The last report of the Board states, that if we raise $75,000,000 
P by the close of the Seventy-Five Million Campaign and the Home 
Board receives its due proportion, the Board’s debt can be paid and 


the Board’s work increased fifty per cent over its present spirtula- 
tions. 


| 
| 
III. MISSIONS BEYOND THE STATE 
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2. Foreign Missions 


Our Foreign Mission work grows. We have now 891 churches 
in sixteen foreign lands; 211 or practically one-fourth of these 
churches are self-supporting; 442 or one-half have their own houses 
of worship. In addition to the churches there are 2,896 out-stations 
which give us a total of practically 4,000 stations where the Word 
of God is preached regularly. Last year was the crowning year in 
baptisms, 12,611 were baptized, which is 4,720 more than reported 
the year before. We have 103,328 members. These gave $4.23 per 
capita last year. We have 796 schools, which were attended last year 
by 32,789 scholars. This is about equal to the number of students in 
our Baptist Schools in Southland. 

There were 1,447 Sunday Schools, which had an enrollment of 
67,407. 

We have now 501 foreign missionaries and 2,820 native mis- 
sionaries. 

The Board at its June meeting appointed forty-eight new mis- 
sionaries who in the early fall of this year will go to their fields. 

The practical suggestion for everybody to take to heart at this 
critical time when the Board is burdened with debt, jis that every one 
should do his utmost to pay his Campaign pledge in: full. 


REPORT ON EDUCATION 


One of the most powerful agencies of our denomination are our 
schools and colleges. Extensive and permanent conquests carinot be 
made for our Master without a trained leadedship. A trained Bap- 
tist leadership is impossible without unadulterated Baptist colleges. 
Almost a century ago some Mississippi Baptists realized this fact 
and laid the foundation for the splendid system of schools which 
we so proudly claim today. 


1. MISSISSIPPI SCHOOLS 
1. Clarke College, H. T. McLaurin, President. 


Clarke College is a co-educational, Junior College. It is ideally 
and strategically located, being at Newton, Newton County, Mis- 
sissippi. It is, therefore in the heart of Mississippi, one of the most 
thickly populated sections in the state, and in this territory Bap- 
tists are numbered by the thousands. 

During the summer $10,000 have been used in renovating the 
buildings and providing new equipment. Every room in the dormi- 
tories, as well as the class rooms has been made over. They are as 
good as new. A new plumbing outfit has been substituted for the 
old one, and a new heating plant installed. 

H. T. McLaurin, a man of ability, is the new president. He has 
gathered around him the strongest faculty in its history. 


eat 
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2. Blue Mountain College, W. T. Lowrey, President. 

Blue Mountain College is now the only Baptist school in Mis- 
sissippi which maintains a full four-year high school course and a 
full fouk-year college course. In order to standardize a college must 
either. do away with its preparatory department or make it separate 
from the college department in faculty, students, discipline and 
building. Blue Mountain College chose the latter because of the fact 
that there are many girls in Mississippi and surrounding states who 
need a Christian boarding school for their high school course. 

In accordance with-the action of the Baptist Convention at 
Grenada in November 1922, Blue Mountain College has prepared to 
meet the conditions for being placed on the recommended list of the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary, Schools. 

The new department of Christianity and Social Relations, headed 
by Dr. E. B. Hatcher, is worthy of special note. 


3. Woman's College, J. L. Johnson, President. 

The Mississippi Woman's College closed last May the eleventh 
year-of the institution. The enrollment counting some local pupils 
whose names we did not mention in the catalogue was a little over 
500. Our Bible and Sunday School work and B..Y. P. U. work was 
as fine as we have ever done. From the number of diplomas and seals 
given in the Bible and Sunday School work it is probable that we will 
be among the first three of the Southern Baptist Convention Schools 
in number. The Woman’s College captured the banner at the Sunday 
School and B. Y. P. U. State Convention at Columbus this year for 
the best college B. Y. P. U. Practically every, girl in school belongs 
to the Y. W. A. and we had the largest number of Mission study 
classes corducted by students that we have ever had. 

Mississippi Woman’s College is complying with the require- 
ments of the State Department of Education to be placed upon the 
recommended list of colleges. This means that a graduate of the col- 
lege will be eligible to teach in any of the public schools of Mississippi. 
We are adding over 3,000 books to our library, giving us the required 
number of 5,000. In order to meet the requirements of the State 
Department of Education, we are cutting off our preparatory depart- 
ment which has been quite large. We will have the last year of high 
school work next session and after then we will not have any high 
school students at all. 


1. Mississippi College, J. W. Provine, President. 
The session of 1922-23 of Mississippi College stands out as one of 
the most eventful in her history. . 
The enrollment of 410 college students is the largest we ever had 
-48 in advance of the session before. Through the generous and pa- 
triotic attitude of the Convention and the untiring efforts of the Sec- 
retary of the Commission, the endowment of the college was increased 
to $640,000.00. On account of this increase of endowment, the college 
was admitted to membership in the Southern Association of Colleges 
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and Secondary Schools, thus giving us the standing so much desired 
among the colleges and universities of the country. 

Our new church and Dr. Lovelace are constant sources of pride to 
us and is adding more to our efficiency than any other thing. God is 
honoring and blessing the labors of our pastor. 


REPORT OF SOCIAL SERVICE 


Social service is applied Christianity. Our Saviour went about 
doing good. We should meet the challenge of love as is given in 
1 John 3:17: “But whoso hath this world’s goods and seeth his brother 
hath need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how 
dwelleth the love of God in him?” 

Social Service is the part of our Baptist program which seeks 
to deal with crime, immorality and disease. Christian citizens deal 
with these problems by: prevention, sanitation, law enforcement, etc. 
There would be fewer persons behind prison bars, less extremities of 
law enforcemert if our Social Service interest was kept at a higher 
pitch. 


Public Health. 
The work of the State Board of Health is an agency whose work 
should have the splendid support of our people. 


Child Welfare. 

The Mississippi Children’s Home, Jackson, Rev. J. L. Sutton, 
superintendent, is a great agency for the care of dependent children. 
The estimate is about 12,000 neglected and dependent children, 
classed; about 5,200 crippled, sub-normal and feeble-minded, and 6,800 
prospectively normal. About 50 per cent of this number are negro 


children. 


Denominational Social Service Institutions 

MissigsirP!I Baptist Orphanage, under the direction of Rev. J. R. 
Carter, is doing a great work in caring for our beloved orphan chil- 
dren. It is recommended that every one redeem their 75 Millio 
pledge promptly, and thus take care of the orphanage. 

MississipP1 Baptist Hospital is a great agency. Since the last 
report, there have been treated 1,671 patients, of which 210 were 
treated free. There are 25 nurses preparing for the good work. 

Baptist Memorial Hospital is doing a splendid work. Patronage 
is increasing; patients admitted, 5,399, against 4,168 for the same pe- 
riod last year. 

THe Goop WILL CENTER in the mill district of Meridian under the 
direction of Miss Millie Mae McLellan, is rendering great assistance 
to working women. 

We should look closely to the Relief and Annuity Board. It should 
be seen to that our old and worn preachers are comfortably located. 
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